
 

 

           

              

                

           

     

       

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

          

Changeable 

PRINCIPLE(S) OF  

NATURE 

MANY All Same in Kind       DEMOCRITUS 

Finite      PARMENIDES   

Unchanging 

Different in Kind        ANAXAGORAS 

ONE 

 

Opinions of the First Philosophers on the Principles of Nature 

(Based on Aristotle’s Physics I, ch. 2) 

Water     THALES 

Fire      HERACLITUS 

Air        DIOGENES 

The Indefinite      ANAXIMANDER 

Finite in 
Number 

Infinite 

EMPEDOCLES   

Infinite      MELISSUS 


